
2/21/13 MnDOT official comments about Highway 14 disappoint Owatonna mayor - : News

www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/news/article_19f74e99-6dfe-5e92-9244-81e8944a5411.html 1/4

206

Featured

 posted: February 15

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!

More Homes

Online Poll

Will you watch the Academy Awards
Sunday night?

Total Votes:

Homes

Welcome! Login |Signup Home Contact Us Subscribe All Access Subscription FAQs Classifieds

Search all archived content here

 GO

or click here for Advanced Search

21°
Clear

SoMinn  Northfield  Faribault  Owatonna  Waseca  Le Center  Le Sueur  Kenyon  St. Peter  Lonsdale  Janesville  Blooming  Scene

Story Comments

TweetTweet 3

Share Print Font Size:

MnDOT official comments about Highway 14
disappoint Owatonna mayor

Posted: Wednesday, February 20, 2013 6:00 pm | Updated:

8:52 pm, Wed Feb 20, 2013.

By DEREK SULLIVAN dsullivan@owatonna.com |
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OWATONNA — Tom
Kuntz heard what he
expected to hear, but not
what he wanted to hear.

The Owatonna mayor was one of several lawmakers
and business leaders who live on the Highway 14
corridor who spoke to Minnesota House members on
the Committee for Transportation Policy on Wednesday
afternoon at the State Capitol.

Kuntz was in St. Paul supporting a bill authored by
Rep. Kathy Brynaert, DFL-Mankato, which, if passed,
would place the expansion of Highway 14 from
Owatonna to Dodge Center from two lanes to four
lanes on MnDOT’s 20-year State Highway Investment
Plan.

The updated 20-year plan will prioritize the allocation
of state and federal transportation funding from 2013
to 2032. The plan is expected to be released in
August.

In 2009, the Highway 14 expansion was placed on a
20-year plan, but was given little, if any, priority and
was not expected to receive MnDOT funding.
Brynaert’s bill would make sure Highway 14 would not
be ignored completely this time around, which Kuntz
said is a possibility. If MnDOT doesn’t place the
roughly 20-mile stretch east of Owatonna in the next
20-year plan, proponents of the expansion won’t be
able to ask for funding until 2017.

Kuntz said he has been advocating for the expansion
of the busy two-lane highway for years because he
feels the road is not safe.

“Too many people are needlessly losing their lives on
Highway 14,” Kuntz said to committee members,
referencing the 52 fatalities and 41 serious injury
crashes that occurred over the past decade on
Highway 14 between Rochester and New Ulm.
“Highway 14 must be included in the plan and the
department needs to start allocating resources
towards its completion. We don’t want to waste the
prior investments that have been made towards the
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Petersburg hears from Partnership

Rep. John Petersburg, R-Waseca, hears testimony from members

of the Highway 14 Partnership on Wednesday afternoon at the

State Capitol. (Photo courtesy of Minnesota House of

Representatives)

I w ouldn't miss them.

I'll catch them if I remember.

I'll catch them if I have time.

I w on't w aste my time.

Vote

Homes Jobs

Cars

Place your ad now!

View Results

Posted on February 20, 2013

by SULLIVAN

Home News Sports Opinion Features Obituaries Calendar Archives Business Classifieds E-edition Elections

http://www.southernminn.com/classifieds/housing/ad_0cb90a84-7566-11e2-a49a-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.southernminn.com/classifieds/housing/ad_0cb90a84-7566-11e2-a49a-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.southernminn.com/classifieds/housing/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/poll_201d8264-7bcc-11e2-a3e9-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.southernminn.com/classifieds/housing/
javascript:void(0)
https://southernminn-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/users/signup/?referer_url=/owatonna_peoples_press/news/article_19f74e99-6dfe-5e92-9244-81e8944a5411.html
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/site/contact.html
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/site/choose_the_subscription_that_works_for_you.html
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/site/owatonna_peoples_press_subscription_faqs.html
http://www.southernminn.com/classifieds/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/
http://www.southernminn.com/search?t=article&l=25&d1=&s=start_time&sd=desc&f=html&advanced=true
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/weather/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/weather/
http://www.southernminn.com/
http://www.southernminn.com/northfield_news/
http://www.southernminn.com/faribault_daily_news/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/
http://www.southernminn.com/waseca_county_news/
http://www.southernminn.com/le_center_leader/
http://www.southernminn.com/le_sueur_news_herald/
http://www.southernminn.com/the_kenyon_leader/
http://www.southernminn.com/st_peter_herald/
http://www.southernminn.com/lonsdale_area_news_review/
http://www.southernminn.com/janesville_argus/
http://www.southernminn.com/blooming_prairie_leader/
http://www.southernminn.com/scene/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BOphRwHsmUcadPMKNqwH7-4HYBuGW7YYDAAAAEAEg45W4EzgAUOTo4sj6_____wFYyezsjUBgybbgiZSkmBOyARR3d3cuc291dGhlcm5taW5uLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBA9oBaWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc291dGhlcm5taW5uLmNvbS9vd2F0b25uYV9wZW9wbGVzX3ByZXNzL25ld3MvYXJ0aWNsZV8xOWY3NGU5OS02ZGZlLTVlOTItOTI0NC04MWU4OTQ0YTU0MTEuaHRtbMACAuACAOoCEm9wcF93ZWF0aGVyc3BvbnNvcvgCgtIekAPoApgD6AKoAwHIA50E0ASQTuAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_2_pmLPblNPsyCODpzEShfTHMz7gQ&client=ca-pub-8697891414264282&adurl=http://www.plemelagency.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BWOMhwXsmUfn6B4GVqwG6ooHIBIn8xucCAAAAEAEg45W4EzgAUNHG2JIGWIHxvbwoYMm24ImUpJgTsgEUd3d3LnNvdXRoZXJubWlubi5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQPaAWlodHRwOi8vd3d3LnNvdXRoZXJubWlubi5jb20vb3dhdG9ubmFfcGVvcGxlc19wcmVzcy9uZXdzL2FydGljbGVfMTlmNzRlOTktNmRmZS01ZTkyLTkyNDQtODFlODk0NGE1NDExLmh0bWzgAQLAAgLgAgDqAg9vcHBfbGVhZGVyYm9hcmT4AoLSHpAD6AKYA-gCqAMByAOdBNAEkE7gBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_1ZDyICoha0W22n3thSddY1RvTKLw&client=ca-pub-8697891414264282&adurl=http://www.profiniumfinancial.com/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BSk4AwXsmUYeaJ4qcqwGjtIGACfGV0t4CAAAAEAEg45W4EzgAUKf-zEpYkfP2szVgybbgiZSkmBOyARR3d3cuc291dGhlcm5taW5uLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBA9oBaWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc291dGhlcm5taW5uLmNvbS9vd2F0b25uYV9wZW9wbGVzX3ByZXNzL25ld3MvYXJ0aWNsZV8xOWY3NGU5OS02ZGZlLTVlOTItOTI0NC04MWU4OTQ0YTU0MTEuaHRtbOABA8ACAuACAOoCDm9wcF9pbnRvcHJpZ2h0-AKC0h6QA-gCmAPoAqgDAcgDnQTQBJBO4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_0E2e3xTrAIemUqL3jKSwB0aL4E4A&client=ca-pub-8697891414264282&adurl=http://wowowatonna.com
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/news/article_19f74e99-6dfe-5e92-9244-81e8944a5411.html?mode=story
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/news/article_19f74e99-6dfe-5e92-9244-81e8944a5411.html#user-comment-area
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.southernminn.com%2Fowatonna_peoples_press%2Fnews%2Farticle_19f74e99-6dfe-5e92-9244-81e8944a5411.html&related=tweetmeme%2Ctownnews&text=MnDOT%20official%20comments%20about%20Highway%2014%20disappoint%20Owatonna%20mayor&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.southernminn.com%2Fowatonna_peoples_press%2Fnews%2Farticle_19f74e99-6dfe-5e92-9244-81e8944a5411.html%23.USZ7wvRqY2I.twitter&via=tweetmeme
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.southernminn.com%2Fowatonna_peoples_press%2Fnews%2Farticle_19f74e99-6dfe-5e92-9244-81e8944a5411.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/news/article_19f74e99-6dfe-5e92-9244-81e8944a5411.html?mode=print
http://www.southernminn.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.southernminn.com/content/tncms/live/#
mailto:dsullivan@owatonna.com
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/news/article_19f74e99-6dfe-5e92-9244-81e8944a5411.html#user-comment-area
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/news/article_19f74e99-6dfe-5e92-9244-81e8944a5411.html?mode=image&photo=0
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=By2B4wXsmUan4NtGEqwG97IHwD_GxqP4CAAAAEAEg45W4EzgAUOvZ0ZL9_____wFY-aD86D9gybbgiZSkmBOyARR3d3cuc291dGhlcm5taW5uLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBaWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuc291dGhlcm5taW5uLmNvbS9vd2F0b25uYV9wZW9wbGVzX3ByZXNzL25ld3MvYXJ0aWNsZV8xOWY3NGU5OS02ZGZlLTVlOTItOTI0NC04MWU4OTQ0YTU0MTEuaHRtbOABBcACAuACAOoCC29wcF9pbnN0b3J5-AKC0h6QA-gCmAPoAqgDAcgDnQTQBJBO4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_0tTex_Oe3L3qEX9K0EnxjnjCwdeA&client=ca-pub-8697891414264282&adurl=http://www.walserchevroletbuick.com/price-match.htm
http://www.southernminn.com/content/tncms/live/#0
http://www.southernminn.com/content/tncms/live/#1
http://www.southernminn.com/classifieds/vehicle/car/
http://www.southernminn.com/site/forms/online_services/classified/?cat=vehicle/car
http://www.southernminn.com/users/profile/dsullivan
http://www.southernminn.com/users/profile/dsullivan
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/news/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/sports/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/opinion/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/features/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/obituaries/
http://www.southernminn.com/calendar/
http://www.southernminn.com/archives/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/business
http://www.southernminn.com/classifieds/
http://www.southernminn.com/eedition/
http://www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/elections/


2/21/13 MnDOT official comments about Highway 14 disappoint Owatonna mayor - : News

www.southernminn.com/owatonna_peoples_press/news/article_19f74e99-6dfe-5e92-9244-81e8944a5411.html 2/4

The Boat House Grill and Bar - $10 Gift Voucher for

$5

Great food with a Lake view. The Boat

House was founded over 100 years

ago and was originally a busin...

Email: Enter Email  Get Deals

expansion, let alone risk the safety of drivers or our

region’s economic growth.”

After Kuntz’s comments, committee chairperson Ron

Ernhardt, DFL-Edina, asked Scott Peterson, director of

government affairs for MnDOT, to speak. Kuntz said

that Peterson told the committee that MnDOT is

looking at repairing roads and not, “big ticket items.”

“It’s not what I wanted to hear,” Kuntz said, referencing

Peterson’s comments after the session ended on

Wednesday.

The widening of Highway 14 from Owatonna to Dodge

Center is expected to cost $219 million.

Also speaking to the committee on behalf of Brynaert’s

bill were Patrick Baker, Greater Mankato Growth; Bob

Beussman, New Ulm mayor; and Noreen Otto of Hy-

Vee.

The Highway 14 Partnership contingent emphasized

the amount of business done on the highway. Otto told

the committee about the large number of Hy-Vee fleet

trucks that come in and out of Owatonna. Coca-Cola

also has a large fleet of trucks located in Steele

County.

While business traffic was referenced, the Partnership

continued to talk about safety.

“A safety audit performed by MnDOT last spring

identified many unsafe intersections along Highway

14,” Beussman told the committee. “This audit

recommended that the Highway 14 and Highway 15

intersection be upgraded to an interchange when the

department replaces the abutting New Ulm Bridge in

2018. So far, this necessary safety improvement

remains unplanned and unfunded by MnDOT. For the

flow of commerce in and out of New Ulm, and the

safety of area drivers, we need to make sure this project and the full four-lane expansion is included in the 20-

year plan.”

Despite the comments from Peterson, Kuntz and the rest of the Highway 14 Partnership will move forward. On

Friday, Kuntz and others will be at MnDOT headquarters to speak with Commissioner Charlie Zelle.

“We will look at every avenue to push, push, push this expansion,” Kuntz said.

In order to create a four-lane highway from Rochester to New Ulm, two segments needs to be expanded: From

Owatonna to Dodge Center and from Nicollet to New Ulm. Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton last summer committed

to expanding Highway 14 between North Mankato and Nicollet in 2017-2018.

Brynaert’s bill was laid over for possible inclusion in a transportation policy omnibus bill. A similar action was

taken last week by the state Senate’s Committee for Transportation and Public Safety on two bills authored by

Sen. Vicki Jensen, DFL-Owatonna.

Brynaert’s bill asking for $409 million to expand the two-lane sections of Highway 14 between Rochester and

New Ulm will be heard in the House Transportation Finance on Wednesday. Rep. John Petersburg, R-Waseca,

and Rep. Patti Fritz, DFL-Faribault, are among the many co-authors on both of Brynaert’s bills. Both Petersburg

and Fritz represent parts of Steele County.

Reach reporter Derek Sullivan at 444-2372, or follow him on Twitter @OPPSullivan

Reach reporter Derek Sullivan at 444-2372, or follow him on Twitter @OPPSullivan
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