= to accelerate the expansion of
= Highway 14 from Rochéster to
Mankato.

The proposal would ask for $32
million in Federal Demonstration
Funds for a section of highway
found between Eagle Lake and
Owatonna.

Mankato city manager Pat
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The l-hghwq 14 Paﬂncn?up is
a nonprofit group attempting to
keep the expansion project in front
of Minnesota state law makers.
* The stretch of highway has
experienced 27 fatalities, which is
much higher than the state average
for other similar highways.
. Hentges contends that should be
an eye-catcher in congress espe-
cially since the highway leads to
Rochester, home of one of the best
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* The pro_]ect has tlle Iargesl

group support of any project in
Minnesota.: The Highway 14

: candidate for federal.

has 48 affiliates and 25 -
* Highway I4hasbeenldmn

fied, for the-second consecutive
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way in Minnesota.
-Highway 14:sacrmca]mad-
way across southern Minnesota .

+ By utilizing irinovative con-
struction/design techniques and
advance funding, the project is
expected to save millions of tax-
payers’ dollars.

Traditionally, the Minnesota
Department of Transportation
hasn’t used “demo” money for
highway projects.

District 7 Engmeer John
Huseby said MnDOT has in the
past objected to using “demo”
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money because it has felt the fund-
ing was “pork” money gained by
special interest groups lobbying the
congress.
He said MnDOT takes no posi-
tion on the Highway 14

Partership’s quest to get some of

that money for the highway.

MnDOT is currently finding a
us= {ur $13 million allocated by
Minnesota Legislature in May

toward Highway 14. The funding
is part of its inter regional corridor
program. Right-of-way from
Waseca to Mankato will be pur-
chased using $4 million of the

ﬁnﬁs.mmmmgS‘?mﬁhm:s
being used in expanding Highway
14 berween Steele County Road
45 and Highway 218 from two to
four lanes. The funding has a 2003
deadline.

Highway 14 Parmership lobby-
ing Corey Elmers said the

" The Highway 14 Partncrsh:p

‘:150 talked about allocating local

government funding toward the
project. However, details of how
that money would be allocated and
whether MnDOT would have to
pay it back haven’t been worked
out. The Parmership decided not to
take a position on the issue.




